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EVITY OF THE NOBLESSE DE ROBE IN THE 16th AND 17th CENTURIES — 


Mark Cummings 


In 1970, Jacques Houdaille published a short article on the mortality 


rates of men from the noblesse de robe in the late seventeenth and 


eighteenth centuries,! This brief but important piece is noteworthy 
chiefly because of the efforts of the author to investigate areas that 
remain basically a terra incognita to demographers, Assembling reliable 
and accurate information suitable for statistical analysis before the | 
nineteenth century is a difficult and painstaking task owing to the 
nature of the available evidence and its lack of systematization,^ On 
account of such obstacles, attempts to expand our demographic knowledge 
of the Ancien Régime can be accomplished only through a series of small 
steps. M, Houdaille has provided one piece of the puzzle; the purpose 
of this article is to add another interlocking piece to his, | 

In studying the mortality of the noblesse de r be, M, Houdaille 
examined members of the Parlement of Paris from the eighteenth century 
(1715-1774), and the officeholders in the Grand Conseil and the Cour des 
Monnaies who served under Louis XIV and Louis XV, He divided these royal 
officials into roughly two equal groups in order to note any significant 
change over time: those born before 1700 and those born after 1700,23 
Most of these men were born between the years 1660 and 1750, By comparison, 
the present study examines judges in the Parlement of Paris and maîtres 
des requêtes who were born between the years 1560 and 1630. In terms of 
actual numbers studied, this represents 647 conseillers and presidents 
and 152 maîtres des requêtes, a total of 799 individuals, + Therefore, 
apart from the difference of a century, these officials, residing in the 


city of Paris, came from the same general level in the royal administration, 


It is perhaps necessary to place this caste of officials within a wider 
European context, The noblesse de robe was a privileged elite who mono- 
polized the highest judicial, financial, and administrative offices in 
France for the last two centuries of the Ancien Régime, These officers 
did not enjoy a social standing commensurate with the established feudal 
nobility since they represented a parvenu element in French society with 
new money and shallow roots, A certain amount of integration with the 
noblesse d'épée did occur later, however the process was only beginning 
in the early seventeenth century, But in terms of material wealth, many 
of the new nobles had amassed family fortunes which dwarfed the holdings 
of all but a few of the old nobility, whose financial base, founded on 
landed properties, continued to decline in the face of changing economic 
conditions, In overlooking the social barriers, the noblesse de robe | 
shared with the feudal nobility of Europe financial privileges enjoyed 
only by an elite, a sumptuous lifestyle, a taste for indulgence and 
luxuries, and lavish residences, both in the capital and in the provinces, 
Such similar material characteristics link these two types of nobles 
closer together for demographic study than they ever were socially or 


politically, 


RESULTS 


The men entering the Parlement of Paris were free of any overt 
"competitive career stress" that could have a bearing on their mortality 
rate, Magistrates were secure in their positions, regardless of their 
personal work ethic and ambitions. By modern standards, judges tended 
to begin their careers early, usually in their 20's at the level of 


conseiller. After six years' experience at this position, the magistrates, 


if they could afford it, could qualify to rise in the royal administration 
by purchasing a higher office, most frequently that of maître des requêtes. 


The French administration was by no means a gerontocracy; 92,1% of these 


leading officers in the government (conseillers and maître des requetés) 
began serving in their offices before the time they were 35 years old.’ 
This corresponds to the same €— pattern as found in Jacques Houdaille's 
study, were 73,1% had acquired their post before their 35th year, © In 

sum, the prevailing practice in the royal administration òf France during 
this time was for officials to have long judicial and administrative 
careers, oftentimes spanning thirty and forty years, 

The division in mortality statistics between natural and violent 
deaths is not an important distinction for the members of the Parlement 
of Paris and the maitres des requêtes. They ran a very low risk of 
meeting a violent end, Unlike younger sons of the noblesse de robe who 


became chevaliers de Malte or military officers, the magistrates did not 


encounter occupational hazards that disrupted their natural life span, 
Family genealogies faithfully recorded drownings, duels, hunting accidents, 
military casualties, shipwrecks, and such events that cut short the life 
of a family member, ? In addition, accidental deaths could hardly have 
escaped public notice owing to the prominent position these royal officials 
enjoyed in society, Of the 799 men studied, only 10 (1, 3%) positively 

did not die of natural causes, But even assuming that twenty other 
magistrates might have met violent ends, a rate of 3,8% would still be 

low by the standards of the day, Among the known ten, political and 
personal vendettas figured most prominently as the chief reason, Pierre 
Ferrand and François le Gras were killed leaving the Hôtel de Ville 

during the Fronde, and François-Auguste de Thou was beheaded for his 


role in the Cinq-Mars conspiracy, 8 The others were killed under varying 


circumstances, In one case, the young Gilles de Maupeou died in a duel 
with his father-in-law, François isum EE. in 1647,9 Comparatively, 

ten is an inconsequential number, Judges, despite their reputation for 
imitating the noblesse d'épée, were more likely to settle their differ- 
ences with a lawsuit rather than meeting with drawn swords at a clearing 
on the outskirts of the city, A study of the English peerage (a military 
caste) covering the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries has shown that 
19.14 of them died a violent death,4° Another investigation of the 
members of the British peerage born between the years 1850 and 1874 dis- 
closed that 4,7% of this group met a violent end,11 Thus the careers 

of the seventeenth-century Parisian magistrates were relatively free 

of violence if all of the popular revolts, frequent duels,12 and numerous 
poisonings13 are thrown into the balance, 

Table 2 provides mortality rates by five-year intervals (54x function) 
for the parlementaire class as well as for various other groups in 
Europe, Column I lists the rates for members of the noblesse de robe 
born between 1560 and 1630, Some explanatory remarks are needed, 
especially regarding the quotient for the 20-24 age bracket (3.45 deaths 
per 1,000), which is a deflated figure for the simple reason that most 
individuals acquired their offices in the following five-year span, thus 
yielding an incomplete picture of the actual rate, The levels of mortality 
remained quite stable for those between the ages of 30 and 49, with a 
rate hovering around 50 deaths per 1,000, In the next decade (50-59), 
however, the numbers soar, increasing threefold. Beyond 60 years, the 
rate climbs steadily and inevitably upward without any radical departures 
from the normal statistical progression, 

The results of Jacques Houdaille's work on this same class, living in 


Paris only a century later, are given in Colum II, In comparison, the 


rate for 20-24 year-olds is considerably higher, reflecting the general 
trend in the eighteenth century to accede to offices at an earlier age, 
Otherwise, the levels of mortality were roughly equivalent from ages 25 
through 39, The magistrates in M, Houdaille's study had a moderately 
higher rate between the ages of 40 and 54, which was reversed after 

55 years of age, when eighteenth-century men consistently enjoyed a lower 
death rate and a correspondingly longer life, 

Columns III and IV represent the results extracted from two detailed 
regional studies in France, The first is Hubert Charbonneau's demographic 
work on Tourouvre-au-Perche, 14 the other is the pioneering work of 
Etienne Gautier and Louis Henry on the Norman parish of Crulai,5 Both 
treat rural areas less than twenty kilometers apart with largely peasant 
populations, Both concentrate on cohorts born in the last quarter of the 
seventeenth century and follow them through varying decades of the | 
eighteenth century, The results of the two studies are strikingly similar, 
The most obvious contrasts between these groups of peasants and the 
magistrates born between the years 1560 and 1630 can be expressed in 
terms of time (one hundred years" difference), setting (urban versus 
rural), and social class (nobles versus peasants), Although a century 
further removed from modern times, these members of the noblesse de robe 
in Paris still enjoyed a much longer life than did their provincial 
cousins who tilled the soil or worked as artisans, Between the ages of 
25 and 54, the mortality rate for the peasants was two to three times 
higher than for the judges. Beyond 55 years of age, the gap narrows to 
a certain degree, but the numbers never come close to achieving a parity, 

The information in Columns V and VI relates to the British peerage, 

In a recent article, Joel T, Rosenthal presented some statistical 


evidence on the longevity of English nobles for the years 1350-1500, 16 


His data are given in Column V, The study of T. H, Hollingsworth treats 
the same group but covers the period 1550-1950, 17 An excerpt of his data 
is provided in Column VI, Although the Parisian magistrates show a 
greater affinity with the British peerage in this respect than with the 
French peasants, still the two groups are not social equals, Even so, 
the higher social standing carried no Special advantages, since the life 
span for the English nobles was dismal, On the average, the judges in 
Paris had to reach 55-59 years before they attained a mortality rate of 
over 100 deaths per 1,000, The medieval English peers reached this same 
level between 35-39 years, and the English aristocrats who were born 
between 1575 and 1674 achieved the same rate already at ages 25-29, In 
fact, the medieval English peers had a mortality rate quite similar to 
that of the French peasants studied by Charbonneau and Gautier/Henry, 
It might be assumed that the medieval peers, as the military class of 
England, died in greater numbers during the Hundred Years' War, since at 
that time warfare was still mostly an aristocratic affair, Certainly 
the risk of battle is in strong contrast to the life led by sedentary 
magistrates, who feared neither the loss of life nor limb in their posi- 
tions behind the bench, But this assumption of a high mortality rate 
for peers involved in national conflicts cannot be made for those nobles 
in England born between 1575 and 1674, Hollingsworth noted that the 
English Civil War produced no noticeable upturn in the number of violent 
deaths, which weakens arguments about the degree of involvement of the 
noble class in active support of the royalist cause,18 Another telling 
fact is that females from the English peerage over the same period had 
a mortality rate that rivaled that of the males, 19 

Continental aristocrats born between 1580 and 1679 fared better, but 


their mortality quotient could still not match that of the parlementaire 


class, Column VII lists the statistical information compiled by Wilhelm 
Isenburg and used by Sigismund Peller in his study of mortality since the 
Renaissance, 20 By comparison with the French noblesse de robe, these 
ruling families of Europe had a mortality rate that was more than twice 
as high for the years 25 through 54, Undoubtedly part of the reason is 
connected to the higher number of violent deaths stemming from military 
combat, M, Peller computed that on the average 12% of those born between 
1480 and 1879 died a violent death, with the sixteenth and the seventeenth 
centuries representing high points in this respeot,?! But even taking 
the number of violent deaths into consideration, the mortality quotient 
for the reigning families still remained higher, The rate narrows and 
becomes more stable after 55 years of age, yet the magistrates continued 
to possess the more advantageous level. 

A study of the French noblesse d'épée yields somewhat similar results 
(see Table 3), MM, Louis Henry and Claude Lévy examined the mortality 
of fifty-nine ducal and peerage families over the period 1650-1799, 22 
Displayed in ten-year time spans (104x), the figures for the Apietdbpabs 
vary greatly, due probably to the limited size of the sample, Using the 
combined totals for 1650-1799, the familiar trend is evident: more 
members of the noblesse d'épée died between 20 and 49 years, most notably 
from 20 to 29 years of age. MM, Henry and Lévy did not make any distinc- 
tion between natural and violent deaths in their work, but the numerous 
wars of Louis XIV, those of the eighteenth century, and the Revolution 
certainly took a toll on longevity within this privileged class, From 
50 to 59 years of age, the gap with the magistrates closes; after 60 years 
of age, the mortality rate actually favors the aristocrats, 

tf a magistrate born between the years 1560 and 1630 reached the age 


of 20, statistically he could expect to live until the age of 62 years and 


1 month (Table 4), According to the information supplied by M. Houdaille, 
members of the same class, one hundred years later, had increased their 
life expectancy to 66 years and 7 months, a gain of 4 1/2 years, The 
reason for the rise remains a matter of conjecture, The magistrates 

were wealthy enough never to know starvation; they could flee to their 
country estates at the first sign of a spreading contagious disease; 
their residences were light, airy, and warm in winter; and they were free 
from taxing physical labors, These were constant features for the 


noblesse de robe throughout the Ancien Régime, Traditionally the usual 


explanations for a longer life have been better nutrition, a greater 
concern for sanitation in the city of Paris, the absence of major epidemics, 
and advances in medical treatment.23 None of these factors can be singled 
out, but together they probably created an environment that made increased 
longevity possible, 

The most notable differences in the longevity of the magisterial 
class occur after the age of 60 years (see Table 5), For the years 
20 through 59, the breakdown of evidence by decade Shows that relatively 
more parlementaires born between 1560 and 1630 (2% - 5%) remained alive 
than did those born a century later, A noticeable shift becomes apparent 
in the decade 60-69, where the balance is reversed and the later group 
had the greater percentage of officials still living (63,2% versus 66.3%). 
This trend continues to increase for the decade 70-79, where nearly a 
5% bulge is evident. Physical and environmental conditions were improving 
sufficiently to permit greater numbers of men from this prominent social 
and political class to enjoy the benefits of additional years in their 
60's and 70's, 

Using the United Nations' mortality tables provides another com- 


parative method of viewing the question of longevity (see Figure 1), 25 


Both groups of royal officials fall within the curves of ©o=35 and 
80=55, Ås noted, those in the earlier test group (1560-1630) had an 
unusually low mortality rate from ages 25 through 49 years, However, 
the results closely follow the curve of €0=35 after the age of 55, 

The line for the late Seventeenth-century and eighteenth-century 
magistrates is much more stable: their mortality level consistently 
runs close to €0-55, Despite some erratic movement between the ages of 
25 through 55, both groups follow a clear pattern with a conspicuous 
distance between them that reflects the improvement in longevity over 
the course of a century. 

The computation of the life expectancy for the magistrates, including 
the first twenty years, is beclouded by some imponderable factors, Most 
important is the change in the infant mortality over time, M, Houdaille 
used the quotient of 300 deaths per 1,000 for the first 19 years of life 
in estimating that the group he studied had a general life span of 
between 45 and 50 years,25 But this formula reflects conditions in the 
eighteenth century, and the number is thus too low for the sixteenth 
century, M, Henry has suggested a ratio of 400 per 1,000, 26 On this 
basis, the life expectancy for the earlier group of magistrates was 
37.2 years, Although this is a far cry from the Biblical life of three 
Score and ten, the rate for the members of the noblesse de robe compares 
favorably with that of other groups before the nineteenth century (see 
Table 6), Other elites with an urban background and with material 
possessions that permitted a life of ease did not surpass the longevity 
of the judges. The dukes and peers of France, those of England for the 
period 1680-1729, and the reigning families--all had lower life 


expectancies, 27 
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CONCLUSION 


This study has focused on individuals from the noblesse de robe in 
Paris during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, Despite 
the importance of this group, only a limited amount of demographic 
research has been done on it, even though much primary evidence is 
available, Here data are provided on the mortality rate for this class 
as an example to show that research on men, offices, and institutions 
can produce results that expand our knowledge of a period that merits 
more attention, 

The magistrates, viewed in relation to other privileged elites in 
Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, had a lower 
mortality rate and consequently lived longer lives, Their comparatively 
low levels of mortality gradually decreased even further from the six- 
teenth to the eighteenth century at a rate of between 4 to 5 years during 
the period 1560-1630 to 1660-1750, If the decline in infant mortality 
is taken into consideration, the changes in life expectancy appear more 
dramatic: from 37,2 to 45-50 years, a jump of 8 to 13 years, Such 
Significant advances in longevity can be found in other areas of Europe, 
For example, the English peerage also made marked improvement in life 
expectancy over the same period, especially in the second half of the 
eighteenth century, English peers born at one hundred-year intervals 
show the amount of shifting that occurred with life expectancies: 

(1) 1550-1574, 36,5 years; (2) 1650-1674, 29.6 years; and (3) 1750-1774, 


28 Differences between the seventeenth and eighteenth 


44,5 years, 
genren indicate a fifteen-year advance in longevity, 

However, improvement was not universal, A study of the dukes and 
peers of France concluded that this elite group experienced no discernible 


upswing in longevity during the Ancien Régime.?? This lack of progress 
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occurred at a time when infant mortality is believed to have been 
declining and when there was a growing interest in medical research 
and health problems, Such inconsistencies raise an obvious, perplexing 
question, Why did some groups from similar backgrounds record advances 
while others lagged behind? One seventeenth-century sage pondering 
over this same question offered the following observation: 

"There is a set time of endurance unto every man and 

unto all mankind, and learning by experience, the 

natural and true mother of knowledge, that among the 

particulars some have 3 longer, some have a shorter 

time of continuance, "3 
Experience has taught us to probe beyond the mysteries of Fate, but 
in echoing the comments of M, Houdaille, the answer to the question 


remains largely open, 
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APPENDIX Is METHODOLOGY 


Demographic research into premodern France presents unique difficulties, 
By far the greatest hardship stems from a casual attitude toward time, 
which was popularly measured according to the seasons or feast days 
of the saints rather than by the hands of the clock. But in the sixteenth 
century, both the Catholic church and the French monarchy took positive 
steps to regularize the collection of basic social information, The 
Council of Trent decreed in its final document that all parishes must 
faithfully record baptisms and marriages, 31 Even though the Gallicans 
succeeded in blocking publication of the Tridentine reforms in France, 
the monarchy had acted earlier on its own initiative by requiring that 
all parishes keep a record on their parishioners.2^ But compliance 
with the papal directive and the laws of France was far from universal, 
Illiteracy among the lower clergy in the provinces, a matter taken under 
advisement at the Council of Trent, and simple neglect in bookkeeping 
created gaps and omissions that have undermined the credibility of 
many parish records,22 Man's destructiveness has further deprived 
researchers of other valuable collections, The most notorious case 
relates to the wanton fires set by the Komande in 1871, which destroyed 
the parish records for Paris, 34 

Parish records, in conjunction with notarial documents, have been 
used successfully as a way of studying the faceless masses who lived 
in centuries past, But as one moves up the social structure of France, 
additional primary material becomes available, There is more demographic 
evidence for the nobility than for any other group or class during the 
Ancien Régime, As a hereditary elite sensitive to family lineage, nobles 


had few reservations against publicizing their illustrious pedigree, 


13. 


a fact that is immediately observable from the extant manuscripts and 
books on the French nobility, 35 In addition, the work of genealogists, 
especially those working in the provinces on matters of local interest, 
has tended to concentrate on reconstructing the family histories of 
nobles, Much evidence of this sort is still available, but it is 
scattered, 

For the more reticent nobles, the law of Louis XIV insured that 
posterity would know much more about their family backgrounds, The 
king sought to purify the ranks of the nobility of usurpers of titles, 
who lived nobly and assumed noble status, and who managed to escape the 
tax rolls, Louis XIV's law, first promulgated in 1666 and later renewed 
with vigor after 1696, required those claiming noble standing to submit 
family genealogies, which were scrutinized and verified by the crown, 36 
Under the direction of Charles d'Hozier, the royal genealogist, “be 
monarchy began compiling evidence on the French nobility, evidence 
that would eventually swell to the present 6,780 large, folio volumes 
contained in the Cabinet des Titres housed in the Manuscript Room of 
the Bibliothèque Nationale, The sons of d'Hozier received their father's 
position and continued the inquiry well into the eighteenth century, 
This wealth of detailed but unrefined data has been used systematically 
by only a few researchers, 

The thoroughness of the social information contained in the 
genealogies varies greatly because individual families were supplying 
the material and not all of them included the same degree of minutiae 
that are so helpful for demographic research, For most of the noble 
families, the genealogies provide the following information on each 
individual: the date of baptism, the date the marriage contract was 


signed (complete with a detailed family background of the spouse), 
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a career history with the dates for officeholding and the acquisition 

of honors, and the date of death. For some families there is no informa- 
tion, just the name listed, But on the whole, these nobles of the early 
modern period showed an awareness of time and a family identity, as seen 
in their efforts to collect and retain documents relating to certain 

key events in the lives of family members, The fact that the notaries 
and parish priests also had their own sources of evidence made it possible 
for families to reconstruct their past and to verify their own records, 
The names and dates in the genealogies are highly accurate, since not 

only did the genealogies receive royal scrutiny, but the families also 
stood to gain nothing by falsifications; claims to titles and the 
reporting on the earliest generation of the family are a different matter, 
however, and it is here where fraudulent statements appear most often, 

Due chiefly to the quality of the d'Hozier Collection, I have used it 

as the primary source for compiling mortality rates on members of the 
noblesse de robe during the Ancien Régime, 


Information culled from the d'Hozier Collection, extraits of 


Parisian parish records, and other manuscript and printed sources 

supplied the exact age of death for 372 of the 799 (46,6%) officeholders, 37 
In most of the missing cases, the date of death was provided, but no 
indication was given for either the date of baptism or the age at which 
death occurred, Nevertheless, it is still possible to estimate, with 

a high degree of accuracy, the age at death for those parlementaires 

for whom the date of death is available, The method employed to derive 
these data rests upon certain stable factors related to officeholding 

in the Parlement of Paris as well as on corroborative evidence contained 

in the parlementaire registers and in the family genealogies, À comparison 


of the results compiled by this method and those of the known cases shows 
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the reliability of such an approach, 

The Parlement of Paris was a young man's institution where wealth 
combined with a legal education allowed persons to become judges on 
the highest court in France at an early age, Laws promulgated in the 
sixteenth century stipulated.that all candidates for the office of 


conseiller had to be at least twenty-five years old in order to become 


a member, 29 Likewise, a maitre des requétes had to be thirty-two years 
old in addition to having a certain degree of practical experience in _ 
lower offices, 29 Despite the clarity of the rules, these provisions 
were not vigorously enforced, especially during the ministry of Cardinal 
Richelieu, whose ambitious foreign and domestic policies required 
increased and quick infusions of revenue, French monarchs regularly 
granted lettres de grace to underaged candidates in exchange for a 

fee, +0 Figure 2 shows the extensiveness of the practice: the een 
age of a new conseiller in the decades 1620-1629 and 1630-1639 was 
below the official minimum, and for the maîtres des requétes a sharp 
decline can be noted after 1619, when the average age dropped from 

34 years and 1 month to 29 years and 10 months within the space of a 


decade, The median age of conseillers for the entire sixty-year period 


(1590-1650) was 25 years and 6 months, and 32 years and 4 months for 
the maitres des requêtes. Correspondingly, in the eighteenth century, 


the median age for conseillers was slightly less, 22 years and 7 months, “1 


The pattern for the late sixteenth and the first half of the seventeenth 
centuries is quite clear: the men who joined the courts of the Parlement 
of Paris were close in age, normally between the ages of twenty-three 


and twenty-seven, Only 7,8% of the conseillers were thirty years or 


older, and 5.47 were twenty years or under, when they became judges, 


Furthermore, when a candidate presented himself before the 
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Grand'Chambre before taking his entrance examination, he was required 


to supply information proving he met all of the requirements in order 
to hold the office, including that of minimum age, If he was under 
twenty-five years of age, the Registre invariably recorded the fact 
that the candidate possessed a dispensation from the king, Otherwise, 
if the Registre gave no special attention to the matter of age, then 
the prospective magistrate had presumably attained at least his twenty= 
fifth year, Scosatonntly, the Registre listed the exact age of the 
candidate down to the year and the month; however, this valuable | 
information was noted only as an aside and not regularly reported during 
the early seventeenth century, This kind of evidence proved quite 
fruitful in determining the ages of the unknown cases, 

Other sorts of genealogical evidence, in coordination with the 
median age of conseillers, reduce the uncertainty even further, Knowing 
the month and year when the parents of the magistrates married is 
especially important in providing clues, since chances were extremely 
high that it was the eldest son who acceded to a position in the 
Parlement of Paris, For example, Guillaume Hébert du Buc became a 
conseiller on 4 June 1632; this was his first political office, 42 
Assuming the median age of 24 years and 5 months for the decade 1630-1639 
when he on herad the Parlement, his approximate date of birth was in 
late 1607 or early 1608, The family genealogy states that Guillaume 
was the first child of Vincent Hébert and Geneviève Héron, who were 
married in 1605, making it feasible that their son was born in late 
1607 or early 1608, It is known that Guillaume Hébert du Buc died on 
4 October 1671, at, according to our reckoning, the age of about 
sixty-four years, 


Using such supporting genealogical and judicial materials with the 
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date on officeholding habits, 167 conseillers and 42 maîtres des 
requetes can be added to the sample, which increases the number of 
cases to 581 out of 799 (72,7%). There are slight variations between 
the known and the estimated date, Table 4 indicates where the differ- 
ences occur, The mean age shows how long a magistrate residing in 
Paris could expect to live after he reached his twentieth birthday, | 
For both the conseillers and the aitres des re uétes, the estimated. 
longevity tended to be almost two years behind the known cases | 
(62 years and 1 month versus 60 years and 4 months), The graphic display 
(Figure 3) for the office of conseiller demonstrates that the estimated 
and known data followed the same pattern, Both rise steadily for the 
years 20 through 34, after which the two follow å receding line from | 
35 through 44 years before reaching the acme between 60-64 years and 
then closely matching patterns for the remaining years, One obvious 
difference is that the estimated cases duplicated the same path as 
known cases but at a slightly slower rate, Considering the distance 

in time and the limited amount of available evidence, the margin of 
error for the estimated cases is reasonably small. The supplemental 
evidence gained from this method permits a more detailed and authori- 


tative look into the mortality of these representatives of the 
noblesse de robe, 


TABLE 1: LIFE TABLES FOR THE NOBLESSE DE ROBE 


OFFICES AGE SURVIVORS PRESENT QUOTIENT QUOTIENT 
AGE AT BY AT BY IN 5px 5qX 
ENTRY AGE DEATH AGE PARLEMENT BY 1000 BY 1000 


20-24 159 570 2 p 168 996.50 3.45 


972.28 27.72 


955.44 My 56 
35-39 27 46 28 536 491 947.76 52.24 
LO-K 14 19 26 508 476 948.82 51.18 
45-49 5 8 24 482 457 950.21 49.79 
50-54 3 3 42 458 418 908.30 91.70 
55-59 61 416 354 853.37 146.63 
60-64 79 355 278 777 47 222.53 
65-69 81 276 197 706.52 293.48 
70-74 78 195 119 600.00 400.00 
75-79 58 117 61 504,27 495.73 
80-84 23 59 28 440.68 559.32 
85-89 15 26 13 423.08 576.92 
90-94 10 11 3 90.91 909.09 


95-99 1 1 2 0.0 1000.00 


TABLE 2: QUOTIENT 51x by 1000 


I II [II VS. V 
NOBLESSE NOBLESSE, PEASANTS| PEASANTS| PEERAGE PEERAGE RULING 
DE OF FAMILIES 


ROBE NORMANDY} ENGLAND | ENGLAND |OF EUROPE 
1560-1630) 1660-1750] 1670-1719} 1674-1775 | 1350-1500) 1575-1599 1580-1679 


34.60 
71.60 
90.00 
107.30 
151.90 
182.80 
223.70 
211.80 
328.40 


477.80 
531.90 


TABLE 3: QUOTIENT 10%x by 1000 FOR NOBLESSE DE ROBE AND THE PEERAGE OF FRANCE 


NOBLESSE DE ROBE DUKES AND PEERS OF FRANCE 


(1560-1630) 


Mortality Quotient 
b 


968.92 31.08 

905.53 
901.57 
775.11 
549,30 
302.56 
186.44 


TABLE 4 


MEAN AGE OF DEATH OF THE NOBLESSE DE ROBE, 1560-1630 


CASES: Known Estimated Combined 


A ; 6l yrs: 60 yrs. 61 yrs, 
| 62 YPS. 61 yrs. 62.yrs. 
6 mon. j mons l mon. 


Maitre des Req. 


62 yrs. 60 yrs. 61 yrs. 
l mon. 4 mone L mon. 


TABLE 5 


DEATH RATE OF MEN FROM THE NOBLESSE DE ROBE BY TOTAL NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE 


827 
85.2 


FIGURE 1 
MORTALITY QUOTIENT FOR MEN.OF THE NOBLESSE DE ROBE AT PARIS 
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TABLE 6 
MALE LIFE EXPECTANCY IN YEARS OF THE EUROPEAN NOBILITY 


NOBLESSE| NOBLESSE PEERAGE PEERAGE RULING 


OF FAMILIES 
OF EUROPE 


|. 1560-1630) 1660-1750 |1640-1739 11680-1729 1730-1779| 1680-1779 


372 45-50 35. 5 30,0 39.9 33.4 


Years 
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FIGURE 3: CONSEILLE ERS: MORTALITY SHOWN IN PERCENTAGES BY AGE 
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